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All Things Considered

Rallies Calling for Congress to Keep or Replace ACA
Held in Missouri Cities
By MICHELE SKALICKY (/PEOPLE/MICHELE-SKALICKY)



•

JAN 17, 2017

Tweet (http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?

url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2Fgqnh4cl&text=Rallies%20Calling%20for%20Congress%20to%20Keep%20o


Share (http://facebook.com/sharer.php?

u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2Fgqnh4cl&t=Rallies%20Calling%20for%20Congress%20to%20Keep%20or%2


Google+ (https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2Fgqnh4cl)



Email (mailto:?

subject=Rallies%20Calling%20for%20Congress%20to%20Keep%20or%20Replace%20ACA%20Held%20in%20Missou


(http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/ksmumain/ les/styles/x_large/public/201701/IMG_1186_0.JPG)

Alex Johnson at Rush Hour Rally for ACA
MICHELE SKALICKY

About 25 people stood at the southeast corner of National and Sunshine today holding signs such as
“Honk for Healthcare” and “Don’t Take Away our Care.”
The U.S. Senate voted January 12 to pass a budget resolution intended to dismantle much of the
Affordable Care Act.
The so-called “rush hour rally” was sponsored by Missouri Health Care for All. Crystal Brigman Mahany
(muh-HAIN-ee) is a spokesperson for the group.
"We are out here today because, unfortunately, Congress has made it one of their priorities to dismantle
the Affordable Care Act, which we know would leave over 30 million Americans, 80 percent of who are
working families, without access to affordable healthcare," she said.
One protestor was 22-year-old Drury student, Alex Johnson. He held a sign that read “#SaveACA.”

"My mother is currently getting her health insurance through the ACA, and if she loses her insurance with
her pre-existing condition I am afraid that she might end up losing her life," he said.
Another participant was Lexi Amos. According to Amos, the ACA isn’t perfect, but she said a healthcare
plan of some sort is greatly needed.
"My main concern is repealing it without a replacement, and the people that are currently looking for
replacement have no real incentive to provide a lot of the provisions, and they don't like the stuff that
made ACA work," she said.
Amos said the ACA allowed her son, who had pre-existing conditions, to get healthcare. And she’s worried
for kids who might not have healthcare anymore if the act is repealed without a replacement.
Rallies were held today in several cities, including Spring eld, Joplin and West Plains.
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Thomas Rowley • 9 hours ago

The sad truth is that lots of Missourians simply cannot afford coverage without help. Emergency rooms
treat emergencies. But there is no preventative or follow up care. Patients using those services often end
up in a world of debt causing bankruptcies and foreclosure. Meanwhile without closing the coverage gap
for our poorest the Hospitals remain underfunded, lowering the quality of care for all.
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Republicans must remember that, since Pres. Reagan signed law saying anyone going to an emergency
room must be treated, we have universal healthcare. That means we are paying for everyone healthcare.
The old way did not work as well as ACA (or Obamacare). Some people think these 2 are different.
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